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The undergradutes at most institutions took psychology because they were compelled to take it as part of the prescribed course.
The powers who decreed in their wisdom that psychology was an essential element of a liberal education, decreed also that this element could be obtained by pursuing a course of two hours a week for one half of the college year. For the most part the students took psychology without having any interest in it, and they left it without acquiring any. jSTo instructor aiming to cover in a brief course the entire field of a modern science like psychology can make his subject either interesting or instructive. Moreover, the psychology taught then and supposed to be suited to the needs of college students was unworthy the attention of young men seriously occupied with the task of fitting themselves for their life's work.
In the graduate schools the situation from the standpoint of the teacher was, if anything, less favorable than in the college.
The students were few in number and, with a few exceptions, of mediocre ability. In many instances they had chosen an academic career because they knew they could not succeed in medicine, law, or business. 
